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he primary focus of the
Okaloosa County Sher-
iff’s Office in 2010 has
been to enhance public
safety planning and reevalu-
ate policies to ensure the
agency performs at optimum
levels. Under the guidance
and leadership of Sheriff Ed
Spooner and Chief Deputy
Larry Ashley, the agency con-
tinued to streamline adminis-
trative staff functions to better
support the mission of the en-
forcement members during a
challenging time of shrinking
budgets.

One of the agency’s proud-
est moments came in June
when the agency received ac-
creditation by the Florida
Commission for Law Enforce-
ment Accreditation. Accredi-
tation is a process by which an
agency measures its policies
and practices against the best

practices and profes-
sional standards in the
law enforcement com-
munity. The Okaloosa
County Sheriff’s Of-

| fice went through a
rigorous process that
included a review of
each and every policy,
standard operating
procedure and operational
practice. The agency con-

Group near
Duke Field.
Because the
bulk of the impact is expected
in North Okaloosa County,
now Sheriff Ashley has in-
creased the enforcement staff
in the north district with two
patrol deputies, two K-9 units
and an additional investigator.
In addition, the Sheriff’s Of-
fice refurbished and updated

ducted preliminary
inspections in order
to prepare for the
Commission’s on-
site assessment in
May. The accredita-
tion process was a
team effort by all
members of the

agency and resulted Sheriff Larry Ashley
was elected in 2010

in increased effi-
ciency and better
operational efforts by all. The
process required some facility
and equipment updates which
were funded by proceeds of
forfeiture actions taken
against drug law violators in
the county.

The agency is also taking
proactive steps to prepare for
the influx of personnel and
families supporting the
Army’s 7th Special Forces

the North District Of-
fice facility in 2010.
The work was accom-
plished by the agen-
cies’ facility mainte-
nance section with a
great deal of inmate
labor. The estimated
$150,000 to $200,000
project was completed
for approximately
$60,000.

In looking forward to 2011,
Sheriff Ashley has established
that the mission of the Oka-
loosa County Sheriff’s Office
will be: Ensuring fair and
equal administration of the
law, safeguarding civil liber-
ties and preserving public
safety; doing so with profes-
sionalism and unity of pur-
pose, while being good stew-
ards of the public’s trust.

Ed Spooner
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