Larry Ashley, Okaloosa County Sheriff

1250 Eglin Parkway * Shalimar, Florida 32579-1234
Phone: (850) 651-7410 » Email: sheriffi@sheriff-okaloosa.org

October 21, 2015
FWB SHOOTING VICTIM FACES CHARGE OF BURGLARY WITH BATTERY

James Mills
A Fort Walton Beach man shot following a fight at a home in Mary Esther July 28" now
faces charges of his own.
The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office has arrested 26-year old James David Mills for
burglary with battery or assault.

Deputies responding to the shooting found Mills had been shot in the chin following an
altercation at his ex-girlfriend’s house, 813 Hilltop Road. Mills was taken by helicopter
to Sacred Heart Hospital in Pensacola for treatment.

The shooter, 28-year old Dustin Cooper of Navarre, was charged with aggravated
battery with a deadly weapon and possession of a firearm by a convicted felon.

Dustin Cooper

During the course of the investigation, it was discovered that Mills went into his ex-
girlfriend’s residence, found Cooper hiding inside a bedroom closet, and beat Cooper
severely. As Mills was leaving on his motorcycle, Cooper shot him, then fled to his home
in Santa Rosa County.

Deputies located Cooper and prior to his arrest took him to Gulf Breeze Medical
Center for treatment of his injuries.

Investigators say Mills’ is part-owner of the Hilltop Road residence where the shooting
took place, but does not live there and his former girlfriend says he came in uninvited.

HH

The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office is accredited by the
Commission for Florida Law Enforcement Accreditation.

“The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office provides equal access and equal
opportunity in employment and services and does not discriminate”




IN THE CIRCUIT/COUNTY COURT IN THE FIRST JL"[}ICE]GWH IN AND FOR OEALOQOSA

COUNTY, FLORIDA

WAREANT/OTTIC SERVED OEALOOSA CO SHERIFE'S OFFICE
EEPORT NO: OCSO1SARRO007I96

Tail Booking No Offense No Other No OBTS
OCS0150FF009438 OCS015CAD135207

461105132
[ SUSPECT ]
Last First hiiddle Title Face Sex DOE Age Hot Wat
MILLS JAMES DAVID W M 1/4/1980 26 510 200
Eves Hair MNINumber 58N ID No. 5t Type OCA Agency ID
HAZ EBRO OCS00IMNIOZ1354 V Ai FLL. E 207700

Birth Location: City: FT WALTON BCH County: OKALOOSA State: FLORIDA Nation: UNITED STATES Citizenship:
UNITED STATES
Address
556 POCAHONTAS DRFORT WALTON BEACH FL 32547
Occupations (Current/Last Known is Listed First)
Business: RAFGEN HARPER REAL ESTATES INV, Job Title: OWNER, Entered: 6/17/2015 10:09:21 AM
FORT WALTON BEACHFL 32547
Business: RAEGEN HARPER REAL ESTATES INV, Job Title: OWNER, Entered: 12/28/2013
FORT WALTON BEACHFL 32547
Business: UNEMPLOYED, Job Title: , Entered: 8/9/2011

Business: GILMORE MOVING AND STORAGE, Job Title: LABOR., Entered: 3/2/2009
Suite:
Business: UNEMPLOYED, Job Title: , Entered: 12/9/2008
Suite:
Business: NWF STATE COLLEGE, Job Title: STUDENT, Entered: 10/24/2008
Suite:
Business: GILMORE'S MOVERS & STORAGE, Job Title: MOVER, Entered: 4/8/2006
Suite:
Business: CHOCTAW HIGH SCHOOL, Jcb Title: STUDENT, Entered: 8/16/2004
110 MW RACETRACK ED Suite: FORT WALTON BEACH FL. 32548
Business: CHOCTAWHATCHEE HS, Job Title: STUDENT, Entered: 8/16/2004
Suite:
Business: PRYOR MIDDLE SCHOOL, Job Title: STUDENT, Phone: (350)833-3600 Entered: 12/19/2002
201 NW RACETRACK ED Suite: FORT WALTON BEACH FL. 32548
Aliases (Last, First Middle Title DOB)

. 1/9/1989
Street Names
* none found in MNI *

[ NCIDENT INFOFMATION |

Occurred Date Range: 7/28/2015  13:27 to 7/28/2015  13:27 Lat/Longz 30.41275/-86.73564

MNo. Di  Street AptLot City 8T Zip (GEOQ)

a3 SEYLAERK DR MARY ESTHER FL. 32569 2-23--

. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
[ CHARGES ]

810.02.2a

BURGL

WITH ASSAULT OR BATTERY

Counts Level Degres GOC LCRE NCIC AQN Bond Amount
1 Felony First Principal 2200 2299

[ STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE / NAFRATIVE ]

Omn (7-28-15, at approximately 1325 hours, Okaloosa County Deputies responded to 603 Skylark Avenue, Mary
Esther, Florida, in reference to a shooting. Upon arrival, d%lﬁes made contact with James Mills. Mills stated that he
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WAREANT/OTTIC SERVED OEALOOSA CO SHERIFE'S OFFICE
EEPORT NO: OCSO1SARRO007I96

had been shot by Dustin Cooper while at Shena Seszsum’s residence (Mills ex-girlfriend), located nearby at 813 Hilltop
Road. Mills was then life flizhted to Sacred Heart Medical Center in Pensacola, Florida. At that time, Mills was only
considered as a shooting victim. Investigator Milke Smith responded to the hospital to interview Mills.

During the course of the interview with Mills, it was discovered that Mills went into Sessum’s residence, and
located Cooper inside, hiding in a bedroom closet. An altercation between the two ensued, in which Cooper was severely
beaten, and put into a “sleeper™ hold. Mills stated that when he attempted to leave the residence on his motorcycle, he was
confronted by Cooper brandishing a firearm. Cooper then shot Mills, with the bullet piercing Mills motoreyele helmet,
and then entering an area just above his chin and exiting through his left cheelc

Cooper, who fled the area after the shooting, was located in Santa Rosa County by their deputies at Cooper’s
residence. Cooper was detained, and transported to Gulf Breeze Medical Center for treatment. During the transport,
Cooper was read Miranda and exercised his right to have an attorney present, but not before telling me that he couldn’t
remember what happened. Per Doctor Edler, who was working in the emergency room, Cooper had a laceration under
his tongue, hemorrhaging in his left eve, swelling on the top left cheek area, tender right clavicle, and tenderness to the C7
cervical vertebra. His upper lip was lacerated to the point that the lip needed to be sutured together. Upon Cooper’s
release from the hospital, he was arrested for the shooting. At that time, Cooper stated that he also wanted to pursue
criminal charges for the altercation.

Per Shena Sessum, Cooper had brought her home from the Red Rose Bar, and slept at her residence that night.
When Cooper located by Mills, an altercation erupted. Sessum and Mills both stated that Mills is part owner of the
residence, but does not reside there. Sessum further stated that Mills made entry without being invited in.

A review of Mills criminal history indicates previous convictions for aggravated battery, battery and other
violent crimes.

Based upon the fact that defendant James I). Mills entered the residence without authorization, and opened the
bedroom closet door in an apparent attempt to locate the victim, which resulted in an altercation with victim Dustin C.
Cooper, I have reason to believe and do believe that the defendant violated F.5.5. 810.02(2)a), burglary with a battery.
This offense did occur in Okaloosa County, Florida, where vour affiant is a sworn law enforcement officer.

STANFORD, RACHEL A 137
Signature (Asresting Officer) Wame /38N

Subscribed and swom to (or affirmed) before me this 21 day of October AD, 2015 by

who is personally known to me or has produced as identificatior.
Notary Public LEO co
Signature
Commission No: My Commission Expires
Supervisor Signature Date Supervisor Name | Please Print ) Fank
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IN THE CIRCUIT/COUNTY COURT IN THE FIRST .]'L"DIC&]GWH IN AND FOR OEALOQOSA

COUNTY, FLORIDA

WAREANT/OTTIC SERVED OEALOOSA CO SHERIFE'S OFFICE
EEPORT NO: OCSO1SARRO007I96

[ FHYSICAL EVIDENCE ] [NO PHYSICAL EVIDENCE LISTED)

[ AFREST INFORMATION ]

Arrested Residency Injured Extent of Injury Eesist
1072042015 10:06 Within jurisdiction None N/A No
Agrested Prior Agrest Jurisdiction Alcohol Drugs
Yes Within jurisdiction Unknown Unknown
No. Di Street AT City 5T Zip Lat/Long
1940 LEWIS TURNER ED FORT WALTON BEAC FL. 32547 30.46639 / -86.62056
Agresting Officer Unit (GEO) 2- 19-PG40-K-37 Officer Type
237 STANFORD, RACHEL A OCSO/ADMINSERV/COURTSEC/DETENTION
Eeporting Officer Uit Original Offense Junisdiction
069 UPTMOR, PATRICK J OCSOFSV/INV/CID OCcs0
Forward to for approval
OCSOFSV/INY
EBond Set by LEO at Time of Arrest & Booking: 50.00
{ )Mone
{ JEOR
{ ) Cash
{ )Pro
L]
Bond Set by Judgze (X) None () ROR/Sign
{ ) Czsh { ) PIE
() Any
{) P
() FtlQ

( JPurgze  SCANNED

—_—
—
[
]

Betum Court: CIRCUIT COUET: FELONY Date:  12/8/2013 Time: 13:30
Instructions: 1940 LEWIS TURNER BLVD FORT WAL TON BEACH FLORIDA
[ COURT INFOEMATION |
Court Tudgze Date
Sent
Bevd CIRCUIT GRINSTED 8/19/2015

Court Case Mumber 15-9438

Assigned To:

[ DISPOSITION ]

Disposition Type Eelease Type Cther Desc

Beleaze Date  Release Time  Eelease Officar Printed Printed Bv
No

Beleased To
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IN THE CIRCUIT/COUNTY COURT IN THE FIRST .TL"DICE]GWH IN AND FOR OEALOQOSA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

WAREANT/OTTIC SERVED OEALOOSA CO SHERIFE'S OFFICE
EEPORT NO: OCSO1SARRO007I96

Court Dhsposition Tvpe Court Dhsposition Descoption

[ ADDITIONAL PERSONS ]

COURT DISPOSITION:

( right index )

7+ Mo Bill / Petition T+ Issue Wartrant {3 Prozecution Approved

Sipnatvre of Assistant State Attornesy Date

OCSO15ARR007296  Prnted On: 10/21/2013 2:23: lPi'T-ﬁ agze 4 of 4 [UPTMORP 7/28/2015 11:02]
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IN THE CIRCUIT/COUNTY COURT IN THE FIRST JUDIC&IdWT IN AND FOR OEALOOSA

COUNTY, FLORIDA

ARREST REPORT OEALOOSA CO SHERTFF'S OFFICE
EEPOET NO:  OCSO15ARRO07281

[ SUSPECT]

Last First Lliddle Title Eace Zex DOB Age Hot Wt
COOPER DUSTIN CHASE W A 4/17/1987 28 500 200
Ewes Hair NI Mumber k] LD Mo 2t Tape D& f4 geney 1D
HAZ BRO OCS000MNIOLSBTS W AI FL. E 188190

Birih Location: City: FT WALTON BCH County: OEALOOSA State: FLORIDA Nution: U.5.A. Citizenship: T1.5.
Address

6627 WATER ST NAVARRE FL 32566
Occupations (Current/Last Enown is Listed First)

Business: COOPERS DETAILING, Job Tite: , Entered: 68,2011

Business: COOPERS DETAILING, Joh Tide: OWNER, Phone: 850-217-7196 Entered: 2/18/2011

Business: ?31:; il"i\‘]Jte: UNEMPLOYED, Entered: 10:/9,/2007
Business: SC“I;;:IS, Joh Titde: SERVER, Eniered: 6/18/2007
Business: ?31:; il"i\‘]Jte: UNEMPLOYED, Entered: 2/19,/2007
Business: illlil(t}emDARY MARTNA, Joh Title: ASSIT MANAGER, Phone: (B50)337-8300 Entered: 10/20/2006
Business: SAIEH.IERIC&N MOVING COMPANY, Job Title: MOVER, Entered: 6/8/2006
Business: illlil(t}emDARY MARTNA, Joh Title: DETAILER, Entered: 3/5/2006
Business: SAIEH.IERIC&N MOVING, Joh Title: LABEORER, Entered: 6/27/2005
Business: SD“..-TTI:an Title: , Entered: 8/30,/2004
Business: ?—Iuafmﬁ‘f INTY, Joh Title: YWATTER,, Entered: 2/3/2004
Business: Scuﬁt;B ISLANDER., Jobh Title: WAITER, Entered: 2/2/2004
Business: %“I‘?}ZEI:'[PLDYED, Joh Title: , Entered: 1/4/2004
Business: SEll':.1'!I:tIEZ'gl'\‘.A:-‘:.LD COAST MARINE INSTITUTE, Job Titde: STUDENT, Entered: 2/12/2003
Business: ?—Iuatlf'[E SCHOOL, Joh Title: STUDENT, Phone: 850 Entered: 4/16/2002
Business: :DHIT{E:L.DOS& TOUTH ACADEMY, Joh Title: STUDENT, Entered: 1/29/2001
wite:

Business: PREYOR MIDDLE SCHOOL, Joh Tifle: STUDENT, Entered: 8/8/2000
201 MW RACETRACK RD Suite: FORT WALTON BEACHFL 32548
Aliases (Last, First Middle Tiile DOR)
* none found in MNI *
Street Mames
COOFP
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ARREST REFORT OEALOOSA CO SHERIFF'S OFFICE
FEPORTNO: OCSOlSaRROO7281 .

[[HCIDENT INFORRATION |

Oecurred Date Range: 7/28/2015  13:27 {0 772872015 13:27 Lat fLong 3041275 7 -B6.73564

No. Di  Btreet AptiLot City 2T Zip (EC

813 HILLTOP ROAD MARY ESTHER FL 32569 2. 23 .

[CHARGES]

T84 045142

AGGBATT

PERSON USES A DEADLY WEAPON

Counts Level Degree G UCE c1e 0N Bond Amount
1 Felony Second Principal 1304 1318
TO0231a

POSSESS OF WEAPON
OR AMMO BY CONVICTED FLA FELON

Counts Lewel Degree CHoC UCE [ ACH Bond Amount
1 Felony Second Principal o000 5212

ainineeeeeeeeteeefeeteeefeoteeefeeeeefeeeeefeeefeffodfeeeffefoeefefefeefefefeefefefofefoefefofefefefefofefefefotefofeefefefoffefefolefulefefolellefetelelnleteiolstnlteioisinlniioisinlnleio
[RTATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE f NARRATIVE ]

On 07-28-15, at approxdmately 1325 hours, Okaloosa County Deputies responded to 603 Skylark Avenue, Mary Esther,
Florida, in reference to a shooting. Upon arrival, they made contact with the victim James Mills, who had been shot with
a firearm in his face. Mills stated that he had heen shot by Dustin Cooper while in front of another nearhy residence,
located at 813 Hilliop Road, Florida. Mills provided a more detailed statement to investigators once he arrived at Sacred
Heart Medical Center, where he was life flichwed to.

Deputies then responded to the scene of the incident, but defendant, Dustin Cooper had alveady fled the area in a silver in
color Toyota RAV 4. Cooper was later located at his residence, 6627 Water Steet, Navarre, Florida by Santa Rosa
County Deputies. Cooper had obviously been involved in a recent altercation, and after heing detained, was transported
by EMS to Gulf Breeze Medical Center, where he was treated and released firom hospital care. While en route to the
hospital, Cooper was read Miranda and imvolked his right to legal counsel prior to providing a statement.

Victim, James Mills provided a detailed interview to Ivestigator Mike Smith while at Sacred Heart Medical Center.
Mills stated that he went to Shena Sessum’s residence (his ex-girlfiriend), which is Iocated at 813 Hilliop Road, Mary
Esther, Florida. MMills stated that he went inside the house, and located Cooper hiding inside the hedvoom closet. An
altercation ensued in which hoth parties received some physical injuries, however, Mills had put Cooper in a “sleeper
hold” which temporarily ended the altercation. While Mills attempied to depart the vard and retvieve his motorcycle,
Cooper emerged from the residence. As NMills was departing on his moetorcycle, he was approached by Cooper, who was
now armed with a pisiel. Cooper then fived at Mills, siriking the front of his motorcyele helmet. The bullet went through
aportion of Mills* helmet. The round entered Mills through an avea just ahove his chin and exited through his lefi cheel
area. According to Mills, Cooper told him prisr to shooting, “Tou're dead Mother-fucker™.

Wiiness, Shena Sessum advised afier the altercation occurred inside the residence she and Mills were talking on the front
porchwhen Cooper emerged firom inside the residence. Sessum stated another physical altercation occurred heiween
Cooper and Mills, at which time , Mills atternpied to retrieve his motorcycle, which was parked a couple houses away.

When Mills atterpied to depart the area on his motorcycle, Sessum ohserved Cooper who was armed with a firearm
approach Mills. Sessum stated she heard Cooper say “I'm going to kill you™, at which time she ran back into the residence
to call 9-1-1.

Based upon the ahove information, I have reason to helieve and do believe the defendant, Dustin Chase Cooper, did
violate F.5.5. T84 045(1 Wa)2), Aggravated Battery with a deadly weapon. In addition, Cooper is a convicied felon, and as
such,vielated F.5.5. 700.23(1 xa), Possession of a firearm by a corvicted felon in this state. These offenses did occur in
Okaloosa County Florida, where your affiant is a sworn law enforcement officer.

[ hereby swear (or affirm) that the facts established on this affidawit are trie and correct to the best of my knowledge
atud helief.
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IN THE CIRCUIT/COUNTY COURT IN THE FIRST JUDIC&IdWT IN AND FOR OEALOOSA

COUNTY, FLORIDA

ARREST REPORT OEALOOSA CO SHERTFF'S OFFICE
EEPOET NO:  OCSO15ARRO07281

UPTMOR, PATRICKE J 069
Signature CArresting Officer) HMatne IDAEEN

Subzctibed and sworn to (or affiemed) before me this 29 day of Tualsy AD,015 by

who i personally koown to me or has produced as identification.

Motary Public LED co
Sighature
Cotrdssion Mao: My Conunizsion Expires

[ FHY3ICAL EVIDENCE | [MO PHYSICAL EVIDENCE LISTED]

[ARREET INFORMATION ]
Arrested Residency Injured Extent of Injury Fesist
TR28/2015  18:30 'Within staie Arresies Minor (treated in hospital) No
Arrested Prior  Asrrest Jurisdiction Aleohol Dirugs
Yes Within state Unknown Yes
Ho. Di Street AL City aT Zip Lat fLong
1040 GULF BREEZE PAREWAY GULF BEREEZE FL 32561 3041275 7 -86.73564
Autresting Officer it (GEDY - - - Officer Type
069 UPTMOR, PATRICK J QCSOFSVINY/CID
Reporting Officer it Original Offensze Jurisdiction
069 UPTMOR, PATRICE J QCSOFRVINYCID 0Ccs0
Forwrard to for approsval
OCSOTFSVINY/CID
1
Bond Set by LEO at Time of Arrest & Booking: $0.00
{ )1Mone
( JROR
{ )Cash
( )P0
1
Bond Bet by Judge ( ) None ( ) RORfZign
{ ) Cesh () FTE
() &ny
{3 P
( ) PHIQ
( Yurge
( )3C
Return Court: CIRCUIT COURT: FELORY Diate: /872015 Time: 15:30
Instructions: QR ATOOZA COUNTY COURTHOUSE ANNEX EXT
[ DISPOSITION ]
Disposition Type Eelease Type Other Dese
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IN THE CIRCUIT/COUNTY COURT IN THE FIRST JUDIC&IdﬁQPIT IN AND FOR OEALOOSA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

ARREST REPORT OEALOOSA CO SHERTFF'S OFFICE
EEPOET NO:  OCSO15ARRO07281

Eelease Dlate  Helease Time — Release Officer Printed Printed By
Mo

Eeleased Tio

Court ThiapoaitionT e Coutt Dispogition Desctiption

[ADDITIONAL PERSONS ]

COURT DIBPOSITION:

( tight index)

7 Mo Bill f Petition £ Issue Warrant 3 Prosecution Approved

Signature of Assistant State Attormey Date
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