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FWB MOM CH/?\RGED IN DEATH OF NEWBORN

The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office has charged a Fort Walton Beach
woman with an open count of murder and aggravated child abuse in
connection with the death of her newborn daughter. 29-year old Tonisha
Lache Crowell was booked into the Okaloosa County Jail in Crestview
around one a.m. this morning.

Investigators say Crowell went to Fort Walton Beach Medical Center
February 26" due to vaginal bleeding. When she was examined by a doctor,
she denied any pregnancy or birth. However hospital staff reported that
Crowell had undergone an ultrasound at the hospital two days prior after
complaining of abdominal pain, and been deemed approximately 38 weeks
pregnant.

Crowell continued her denials when an OCSO investigator arrived at the
hospital to question her. Deputies responded to Crowell’s townhouse at 996
Leigh Anne Lane in Fort Walton Beach. They say Crowell’s fiance said he
had sent Crowell to the hospital after she experienced heavy bleeding she
attributed to rectal bleeding.

During a search, they located a seven-pound-baby girl in a white garbage
bag north of the townhomes, near a wooden fence around 7:10 p.m. When a
deputy thought she saw the infant’s chest rise, she attached an AED or
automatic external defibrillator. It advised do not shock, so she began CPR
and called for an ambulance. During lifesaving attempts at the Fort Walton
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Beach Medical Center Emergency Room, the infant tried to breathe at a rate
of approximately four breaths a minute but ultimately was pronounced dead
at 8 p.m.

Doctors believe the baby had been born around 3 p.m. Investigators say
the newborn had been subjected to temperatures below 50 degrees
Fahrenheit for up to four hours prior to its discovery and also suffered blood
loss due to an unclamped or untied umbilical cord.

Crowell told investigators she misled her fiance and others about her
pregnancy and the birth. She also relayed that after the baby was born into a
toilet, she thought it was dead and never checked for a pulse or to see if it
was breathing, and did not call 9-1-1. She put the newborn in a trash bag and
took the bag outside.

Investigators say a child in the townhome during the timeframe when
doctors believe the birth took place reported hearing a baby crying while
Crowell was in the bathroom.
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IN THE CIRCUIT/COUNTY COURT IN THE FIRST JUDIC&IdﬁQPIT IN AND FOR OEALOOSA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

WARRANT/OTTIC SERVED OEALOOSA CO SHERTFF'S OFFICE
EEPOET NO:  OQCSO014ARRO01965

[ SUSPECT]

Last First Lliddle Title Eace Sex DOE Age Hat Wigt
CROWELL TONISHA LACHE E F 12/10/1984 29 0
Eyes Hair MHINumber 2l 11 Mo ot Type OCA LA meney [T
BRO BLE OCS014MNID01981 |7 A Ya DL

Birth Location: City: County: State: Nation: Citizenship:

Address

996 LEIGH ANN LN FORT WALTON BEACHFL 32547
Occupations (Current/Last Enown is Listed First)

* none found in MNT *
Aliases (Last, First Middle Title DOB)

CROWELL, TONISHA LACHER 12/10/1984

Street Mames
* none found in RINI *
[[MCIDENT IMFORRATION |
Oceoutred Date Range: 2726/2014  14:45 10 2/26/2014 17:05 LatfLong 3045531 /-86.632006
Mo Di  Etreet Aptilot City el Zip (B
294 LEIGH ANN LANE FORT WALTON BEAC FL. 32548 2-17- -
[CHARGES ]
T82043
HOMICIDE
MURDER MNOT PREMEDITATED DURING SPECIFIC FELONY
Counts Lewel Degree (58] ICE NIz A Bond Amount
1 Felony First Mot Applicahle 090A 912
82T032a
CRUELTY TOWARD CHILD
AGGRAVATE CHILD ABUSE
Counts Lewel Degres (58] ICE NIz A Bond Amount
1 Felony First Mot Applicahle 130B 3802

[ETATEMENT OF FROBABLE CAUSE F HARRATIVE ]

On February 26, 2014, the Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office was called to 1000 LMar Walt Drive, Fort Walton Beach
Medical Center, in reference to a female presenting at the Emergency with vaginal bleeding. The source of the hleeding
was due to the fact that she had, within hours, given hirth to a haby.

The female, Tonisha Crowell, denied she had heen pregnant and denied that she had ziven hirth. The staff at the hospital
recalled that Ms. Crowell was just seen two days prior. She had presenied to them with ahdominal pains, at which time
an ultrasound was completed and she was told she was pregnant with a haby girl. The technician whe ran the ulirasound
positively identified the female inbed 13 as the same female he ran the ulivasound test on two days prior; the female in
hed 132 was identified as Tonisha Crowell.

Ms. Crowell continued to deny that that she was ever pregnant or given hirth; however, when Crowell was examined by
the doctor he determined Crowell had given hirth approximately four hours earlier, based on the size and position of her
uterus.

Fven after several contacis by bivestigator T Eohinson, Ms. Crowell continued to deny being pregnant or delivering a
child. While speaking on her cellular telephone with Mr. Ricky Patterson, while at the hospital, she told Mr. Patierson,
“You are going to hate me.” She then admitied to heing pregnant and she had the haby at the house. She advised she
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thought the infani was dead; however, did not check to see if the infant was breathing. She placed the infant into a plastic
trash bag and placed the trash bag on the side of the house. Mr. Patierson advised he did not zo and get the hag, but had
individuals call the “Police™.

Deputies responded to 996 Leigh Ann Drive, and Deputy Kelly Henderson located a vhite gavhage hag to the north of the
townthouses, to the nortlovest corner of the wosd fence. Inside the plastic hag, she found an Infant haby givl. Deputy
Henderson thought she saw the chest “rise”, she attached the AFD but it advised “ne shock™ so she started CPR and
called for an amhulance.

Per written/sworn statement by Christen Fowler (EMS) the infant female was then transporied to Fort Walion Beach
Medical Center via ERMS with an “Agonal™ rhrihom of 20-30 heats per minute, During life-saving efforis at the FYWWBRC
Emergency Room the infant attempied to breathe on her own at a rate of approximately four breaths per minute; efforts
to save the Infant continued until she was promounced deceased by attending medical personnel at 2003 hours.

Mr. Patterson advised he was not aware that Ms, Crowell was pregnant, even though they have had two children in
common. Ms. Crowell had provided him medical reasons for why her stomach was upset and enlarged, to include
enlarged colon, gas, and constipation. Mr. Paiterson advised sometime between 3 and 3:30 pm his children came to him
and stated Ms. Crowell was bleeding. He and Ms. Carter checked on her as she was in the downstairs bathroom. BMr.
Patterson advised Ms. Crowell was undressed fiom the waist down and he ohserved what he described as smeared blood
on her inner thighs. She initially told him she had a severe howel movement. To which he told her she needed to go to the
hospital. Ms. Carter toolk her to Fort Walion Beach Medical Center, but came home when she was told she could not go
hack with her.

While Ms. Carter and Ms. Crowell were gone, he continued to clean up the downstairs bathroom, which Ms. Crowell had
already started cleaning. When Ms. Carter returned home, she completed cleaning the bathroom. The cleaning rags and
towels; two white rags,ahlue rag,a faded green towel and a pink towel; were then placed into the washer o he

laundered. K. Patterson advised all items are still in the drver. He advised Mz, Crewell had alveady begun to clean and
mop the bathvoom area. They had cleaned the upstairs hathroom, the downstairs hathroom and the trail ofhlood in the
garage prior to heing informed that ks, Crowell had given hirth.

During a recorded interview Ms. Crowell admitted to misleading Mr. Patterson and sthers as to her pregnancy. Crowell
also admitted that while she was cleaning the house she felt a pain in her stomach and thought she had io have a howel
movement. While sitting on the toilet, she delivered the infant into the toilet. She removed the infant firom the toilet and
placed the infant on a bathrobe and shorts on the bathroom floor. Believing the infant was dead she then placed the infant
inie a trash hag, ook the trashhag ouiside and placed the trash hag next to the building where her residence was located.

Before the Infant was retrieved by Law Enforcement and ERS she was subjected temperatures lower than 50 Degrees
Fahrenheit for a period of approximately 3.5 0 4 hours and also hlood loss due to an un-tethered umbilical cord.

During the interview Ms. Crowell was asked why she didn’t check for a pulse on the infant, check to see if the infant was
hreathing or why she didn't call “911". Crowell related she was afi-aid that people would think that she did something
wrong to cause the birth of the infant. Crowell also confirmed the infant was born at approximately 3:00 PM. Ms,
Crowell confirmed she lived with Ricky Patterson at 996 Leigh Ann Lane.

Additionally, Crowell admitted itwas “my fault™, “it is my fauli™.

During the interview with Depariment of C%s Investigaior Remeeka Wilson, [~ ]

child related that he heard a baby crying while in the hathroom.

Based on the evidence developed firom recorded statements, written statement(s), and subsequent investigation(s) this
officer has reason to helieve and does helieve Tonisha Crowell did vielate F535 827.03, Aggravaied Child Abuse, and F55
78204, Murder, in Okaloosa County, Flerida.

EALTZ, CAMERON 252
Signature (Arresting Officer) Hatme IDAEEH
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Subiscribed and sworn to (or affiemed) before me this 1 dayof Mach  AD, 2014 by

who is personally known to me or has produced as identification.
Motary Fublic LED co
Signature
Comurdssion Mo: My Conunission Expires
Supetvisor Signature Drate Supervisor Mame [ Please Print ) Rank

[FHYEICAL EVIDENCE ] [MO PHYSICAL EVIDENCE LISTED]

[ ARREZT INFORMATION ]
Arrested Residency Injured Extent of Injuey Resist
2/28/2014  23:31  Within jurisdiction MNone N/A Mo
Arrested Prior Arrest Jurisdiction &leohol Drugs
No Within jurisdiction Unknown Unknown
Ha. Di Street &AL City 2T Zip Lat fLong
1200 E JAMES LEE ED CRESTVIEW FL 32539 30.7625 / -86 55806
Autresting Officer it GECh 1- 5- - Officer Type
252 EALTZ, CAMERON OCSOFSVNORTH/AC/C-SHIFT
Repotting Officer it Otiginal Offenze Jurisdiction
066 ROBINSON, TRAVIS E QCSOFSVINY/CID acs0
Forwrard to for approsval
QCIOTFSVINY/CID
L]
Bond Zet by LED at Time of Arrest & Booking: $0.00
{ 1Mone
( JROR
( )Cash
{ 3P0
1
Bond 3et by Tudge (X) Hone { ) FOR/3ign
() Cesh () FTE
() fny
() Fra
( ) PHIQ
{ YPurge Z0DAYVFILE
( )3C
Return Court: CIRCUIT COURT: FELORY Date: 47872014 Time: 15:30
Instructions: OFEATOOZA COUNTY COURTHOUSE, AWNEX EXT. FWE FL
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[COURT INFORRATION ]

Court Tudgze Diate
dent  CIRCUIT
Revd CIRCUIT FLOWERS 2/28/2014

Court Case Mumber 14-1977

Aesigned To:
. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
[ DISPOEITION ]
Disposition Tipe Beleaze Type Other Dese
Eelease Dlate  Eelease Titme  Release Officer Printed Pritited By
Mo
Eeleased Tao
Court DispositionT e Court Disposition Desciption
[ ADDITIONAL PERSONE ]
COURT DISPOSITION:
[ tight index)
7 Mo Bill f Petition T Issue Warrant {3 Progecution Approved
Signatare of fAssistant State Attoomey Date
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