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BATTERY SUSPECT WHO WENT FOR NIGHT TIME SWIM IN 

GULF TO ESCAPE DEPUTIES NOW IN CUSTODY 

 

 
 

    An Okaloosa Island man shot when he tried to attack an Okaloosa County 

Sheriff’s Deputy in May is back in jail again on new charges of battery on a 

law enforcement officer, resisting arrest without violence, and battery. 

    The OCSO Fugitive Warrants Task Force tracked down 34-year old Eric 

Moore yesterday at his girlfriend’s home in Fort Walton Beach. 

    Deputies had been searching for Moore since around 11:30 p.m. 

September 11
th
, when they responded to a call that Moore had battered a 

man and woman at an apartment on Billfish Avenue on Okaloosa Island. A 

deputy spotted the suspect, Eric Moore outside and attempted to handcuff 

him, but Moore pulled away and hit the deputy in the chest before running 

off. 

  Deputies chased Moore to the beach near 381 South Santa Rosa Boulevard, 

but Moore jumped into the Gulf of Mexico and began swimming. An OCSO 

boat and a Coast Guard vessel searched the waters for Moore while the 

Okaloosa Island Fire Department and additional deputies searched the 

beaches, but he was not located.  Moore’s van was later found to be missing. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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    Warrants were issued for Moore and the OCSO Fugitive Warrants Task 

Force located him Thursday, September 12
th

, at 1022 Anniston Court. Moore 

initially hid in the attic and refused to come out of the home, but was 

eventually taken into custody.  

     Moore is the same individual charged with battery on a law enforcement 

officer and resisting arrest with violence in May after he fled from an OCSO 

deputy attempting to stop him for reckless driving in Mary Esther.  

    Moore ran behind the Lee Chrysler Dealership on Mary Esther Cut-off  

May 15
th

, and as the deputy was chasing him, he confronted her and 

attempted to punch her in the face.  

     The deputy fired her weapon, striking Moore once. During that incident, 

Moore said he was under the influence of Xanax, Valium, and possibly 

methamphetamine. 
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