
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  March 16, 2013 

 
OCSO CRACKDOWN ON SYNTHETIC DRUG SALES SEEING SUCCESS 

 
 

    The Okaloosa County Multi-Agency Drug Task Force (DTF) attempted at least 

eighty-four purchases of controlled synthetic drugs from local convenience stores and 

specialty stores throughout Okaloosa County since spring break initiated.  These drugs 

are commonly sold as "Spice, K-2, Bath Salts, Screen Cleaner, Plant Food, Lady Bug 

Attractant" and various other products and are purchased by people seeking the effects of 

marijuana, cocaine and other illicit drugs. Of the stores, only one was found to be openly 

selling these substances.  After controlled purchases, and FDLE chemistry analysis, a 

search warrant was obtained for that location: 

Gina's 99 Cents Store 

11 Eglin Pkwy., Ft Walton Beach 

    The DTF executed a search warrant at that location Friday afternoon, (March 15
th

) 

seized packages of suspected controlled substances and arrested Fort Walton Beach 

resident 20 year old Luis Meza-Cruz of 325 Carmel Drive #21 for sale of controlled 

substance within 1000 ft of a church. (Arrest report attached).  43-year old Timothy 

Peters of Gulf Breeze is charged with sale of a controlled substance with intent to 

distribute. (continued on page two)  

 

 
                                                                   Luis Alberto Meza-Cruz             Timothy Peters  
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    Investigators believe the dramatic decrease in establishments selling synthetic drugs 

during this most recent undercover operation indicates the Sheriff’s Office’s efforts to 

combat the sale of these dangerous substances in area businesses is having a substantial 

impact. In addition, many Okaloosa County business owners and/or their parent 

corporations are cooperating with those efforts by agreeing to stop the sale of these items 

through the OCSO’s new Gold Star Retailer campaign and ongoing interactions. 

However the Drug Task Force will continue to aggressively monitor the situation.  

     Since January 2012, the Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office Drug Task Force has made 

62 separate undercover buys of illegal synthetic drugs from local businesses, executed 22  

search warrants, made four arrests with more pending, and seized eight vehicles along 

with more than $625,000 in monies and $2.9 million in inventory. This was prior to 

Friday’s operation.  

    The Drug Task Force is comprised of Okaloosa Sheriff’s Investigators, and officers 

from the Niceville Police Department and Florida Department of Law Enforcement.  
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