
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 28, 2013 

 

OCSO CITED AS “TOP NOTCH” AGENCY BY REACCREDITATION TEAM 

 

 
Inspector Robert Norris, Major JD Peacock and Capt. Ron Gay accept OCSO Reaccreditation Award 

 

 

     The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office accepted its first Reaccreditation award 

Thursday from the Commission for Florida Law Enforcement Accreditation. The CFA 

award certifies that the OCSO maintains the highest standards of professionalism and 

follows the agency’s initial accreditation in 2010 under Sheriff Larry Ashley. The 

achievement follows a rigorous review process that took place in May when a team of 

assessors visited the agency to make sure it is complying with professional standards in 

regards to policies, procedures, management, and support services. 

    During the review, the assessors scrutinized agency practices and policies through a 

series of on-site inspections, numerous employee interviews, and thorough review of 

agency documentation. 

    “This reaccreditation is another proud milestone in our ongoing commitment to deliver 

the best law enforcement services possible to the citizens of Okaloosa County, “ said 

Sheriff Larry Ashley. “This is a testament to their dedication, professionalism, integrity, 

and outstanding work ethic on every level. We should all take great pride in this team 

achievement”. 

    In its overall conclusion of the Accreditation Final Report, the assessors said: “The 

Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office has seen a dramatic decrease in funding while at the 

same time experiencing a significant increase in call volume and population growth.  

(Continued on page 2)  
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Since Fiscal Year 2009, the Sheriff’s Office has seen a nearly twenty percent reduction in 

funding or $5.6 million. Additionally, the Sheriff’s Office operates at a very low 

percentage of officer/citizen ratio, which is 1.45 sworn officers per 1000 citizens. Despite 

these funding challenges, the agency is clearly a top notch agency and the quality of law 

enforcement provided to those in Okaloosa County is exceptional. It is evident the 

Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office is operating within the spirit and intent of Florida’s 

Accreditation Program”. 

   In addition, the team cited two programs within the agency as exemplary, the Public 

Information Unit and the Crime Prevention Unit. 

 

A copy of the Accreditation Final Report is attached below. 
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