
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

January 20, 2012 
 

ATTACK ON DOG WITH MEAT CLEAVER LEADS TO TWO ARRESTS 
 

 
                                    Martin McDonald                              Shawn Spencer  
 
    Two Crestview men are charged with felony animal cruelty after one gave 
the other a meat cleaver to stop a dog fight. 
    A witness says 38-year old Martin McDonald’s dog went into a 
neighbor’s yard on Magnolia Lane in Crestview around 5:30 p.m. Thursday 
and began attacking the dog that lived there. She says McDonald started 
kicking the neighbor’s dog to break up the fight. When that didn’t work,  31-
year old Shawn Spencer handed McDonald a meat cleaver and said, “try 
this”.  
   McDonald repeatedly hit neighbor Natalie Horn’s dog in the neck and 
back with the cleaver, causing severe injuries. 
    PAWS responded and took Horn’s dog to the emergency vet in Niceville. 
The dog was still alive as of Friday morning. 
   McDonald told an Okaloosa  Sheriff’s deputy he was not in fear for his 
own safety and didn’t believe the dogs posed any threat to anyone nearby 
when he attacked his neighbor’s pet with the meat cleaver. 
   The OCSO has charged both McDonald and Spencer with one count of 
felony animal cruelty. 
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