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A Message From Your
Sheriff

If asked to sum up 2011 from
the Sheriff’s Office perspective with
just one word | would choose
“productive”.

The men and women of the agency
have accomplished far too much to
encapsulate in one newsletter, but
we have tried to outline some of
the highlights of their
achievements on this page. You'll
be able to find more details in our
upcoming annual report.

| want to publicly thank the staff of
the Okaloosa County Sheriff’s
Office for an outstanding year of
service and | look forward to
continued success in providing top-
notch law enforcement services to
Okaloosa County citizens and
visitors in 2012.

Sincerely, M/'”'? z %
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Find us on
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1. Reorganized into three geographic districts for
increased efficiency

2. Created Property Crimes Unit

3. Implemented mandatory wellness and physical
fitness program for deputies

4. Restructured Criminal Investigations Division and
formed gang intelligence and tracking unit

5. Improved training database for better tracking of
training needs and compliance with policies and standards

6. Partnered with FBI on Mortgage Fraud Task Force

7. Updated agency website and social media outlets to
boost public access to agency information on multiple levels

8. Implemented teen driver safety program—Teen
Driver Challenge

9. Collaborated with Florida Department of Juvenile
Justice to begin checks on juvenile probationers with
curfews

10. Homeland Security Unit oversaw grants to enhance
regional critical facility security and response capabilities
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You’re invited to the dedication and opening of the renovated “Judge Joe
Livingston Jr. Building” at the intersection of Highways 85 and 90 in Crestview.
Join Sheriff Larry Ashley and the OCSO for an open house that takes place
January 19th at one p.m.

The former Florida Highway Patrol building will house agency
administrative and support functions in North Okaloosa County. It was
renovated and made handicapped-accessible by the OCSO using inmate
labor and drug forfeiture funds and is being leased to the agency for only
$300 a year.

The highly visible office space at a convenient location is a real plus for the
OCSO, as well as four Guardian Ad Litem offices relocated from the Crestview
Courthouse next door. The Livingston Building will also offer a shared work
space for the FHP, Florida Fish and Wildlife, or other state agencies whose
nearest headquarters are in Pensacola.

The building is named after Joe Livingston Jr., who was a longtime trooper,
supervisor and district commander with the FHP until his retirement in 1963. He
was elected Okaloosa County Judge in 1964 and re-elected to a second term four

years later, and served in that capacity until his death in 1971.




Okaloosa Sherift’s Deputies and an agency K-9 unit were able to track
down a suspect who had knocked a man unconscious in an unprovoked attack.
Their investigation then determined the same person was also responsible for an
armed robbery.

29-year old Miguel Angel Hernandez of Colonial Drive is charged with
battery causing bodily harm and armed robbery

Deputies got a call of an armed robbery in the parking lot of the Circle K on
Racetrack Road shortly before ten p.m. December 16™. Three individuals told
them a man got out of an SUV there, climbed into their car with a gun, and
demanded their money. They gave him a small amount of cash, a Florida Gator
backpack, cell phone and gym bag.

A short time later, a 9-1-1 call was received from the area of Denton
Boulevard due to a man trying to take a woman’s cell phone. That man, later
identified as Hernandez, had used his fist to knock out another person who tried
to intervene on the woman’s behalf. The suspect was apparently “running from
police” and needed a working phone.

The K-9 and deputies tracked Hernandez to a home several blocks away
and arrested him on the battery charge. The victim of the battery was treated
for his injuries at Fort Walton Beach Medical Center.

Hernandez meanwhile had an injury to his right hand with his finger split
open to the bone.

Two of the victims of the armed robbery positively identified Hernandez as
the suspect.

The SUV he had been driving was later located on Air Force Street with
some of the stolen items inside.




Hosted at Fort Walton Beach Bowl

SUNDA' JRNURRY 22

Check-in: 12 pm
Starts: 12:30 pm

Entry fee is $120 and $90 of every entry fee goes to benefit OCSO
Deputy Steve Hough

For more information contact: Dan Hallberg at (850) 259-7384

(Walk-ins welcome if space available)




HOW DID 2012 START OFF
FOR THE OKALOOSA COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE?

That number includes seven fireworks complaints, five
fights, four intoxicated persons, seven intoxicated drivers,
four noise complaints, one robbery, six calls of shots fired,

two stabbings, three suspicious activity calls, twelve
suspicious vehicle calls, six thefts, four traffic crashes, five
reckless vehicle calls, three battery calls, two burglaries,
twenty-one disturbance calls, three child abuse calls, six
thefts, sixteen alarms, six trespassing calls, ten welfare
checks, and one indecent exposure.




Deputy Frank Taylor
talks to area
Bluewater Bay Cub
Scouts about bicycle
safety during a Bike
Safety Rodeo.

Sheriff Larry Ashley,
Chaplain Larry Carter,
Youth Services &
OCSO

School Resource
Officers deliver more
than 200 Christmas
presents gathered by
the OCSO for 31 “Angel
Tree” recipients!
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On December 9th, 2011 we came very close to another traumatic loss of one of our own
when Deputy Stephen Hough was shot in the line of duty. I received a call informing me of the
shooting while I was preparing my sermon for Sunday. I was reflecting on a passage from St.
Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians: "Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all
circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus."

My first thought was how can this fit with the news I just heard? Steve was alive and
conscious and that was good. Prayer began immediately and I gave thanks to God. Very soon
after that I was called to come to Administration and while I was in Sheriff Ashley's office the
news came that Steve was in stable condition. That was even better news and rejoicing and
giving thanks increased.

Then I thought, but that is not what St. Paul said. He said to rejoice always, pray
unceasingly, give thanks in all circumstances. What if events had gone differently? What if the
unthinkable had happened again? How could I rejoice then? How could I give thanks in that
circumstance? And my prayer, is it primarily limited to times of crisis?

Many law enforcement situations are dangerous. As was said in the office that Friday,
“It’s dangerous, but someone has to do it.” Officers put themselves in harm’s way to
protect the innocent. But dealing with the reality of one’s mortality by trying not to think
about it or not dealing with one’s own mortality is not healthy.

In another letter of St. Paul, the one to the Romans, he said, “None of us lives for oneself,
and no one dies for oneself. For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the
Lord; so then, whet her "Wlereisdpvae thad domedfiore a,
strong relationship with the Lord that brings comfort; a comfort that knows whether we live or
we die, we belong to God.

Those who have a strong relationship with God know, with St. Paul, how the story ends;
‘wWhet her we | i ve ofltdasn’emean thaewe &vill ievertsuffe anxtieoy.r
It doesn’t mean we will never experience fear. It does mean that stronger than either of these is
a peace which the world cannot give; a peace that knows that God has conquered all things,
even death itself. That peace allows us to rejoice always in God’s great gift of His love for us.
It allows us to pray constantly, to experience ourselves always in the presence of God and in
easy conversation with God. It allows us to give thanks in all circumstances because we know
that no matter what, we belong to the Lord.

The easiest way to find this peace is to pray regularly, develop a devotional life, follow the
moral code God has laid down for us, seek to live in relationship with God, and attend a church
that will help along the way in growing in all of these areas. Then the peace and healthy
acceptance of your own mortality will come naturally.

O God, you have created us for your own purposes, not all of which do we understand. |
trust in you and take comfort that you were with me when | was born. You are with me
throughout my whole life even when I am unaware of your presence. And you will be with me
at the moment of death, whenever that may come. Help me to take comfort that in life and in
death I belong to you. Help me to live faithfully so that everything | do and say will be for your
glory. Amen.

Chaplain Paul White
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