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  One of my first acts as Sheriff was 

to divide our coverage zones into 

three districts instead of just two. 

We now have the East District that 

covers Destin, Niceville, Okaloosa 

Island and those surrounding 

areas; a North District for  

residents north of the Shoal River 

Bridge; and a Central District for  

unincorporated Fort Walton Beach, 

Mary Esther, and Shalimar areas. 

Dividing the districts this way helps 

us better utilize our resources in 

similar type communities and 

provides greater oversight into daily 

operations. And I am proud to 

announce weõre continuing our 

efforts to be more responsive to 

residents needs, with the opening 

of two new substations in the North 

District . 

                 Sincerely,  
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     Okaloosa County Sheriff Larry Ashley announces that two 

new OCSO substations are now operational in North Okaloosa 

County. 

    The substations are located at 5808 Highway 189 in Baker 

(directly across from Health Smart Pharmacy) and at 8209 

Highway 85 in Laurel Hill (adjacent to Laurel Hill City Hall). 

The City of Laurel Hill donated the space for that substation. 

The offices in both Baker and Laurel Hill will be used by 

Okaloosa deputies on a daily basis. 

    The substations are not manned for walk-in traffic, but are 

instead designed to provide essential workspace for deputies to 

complete paperwork and conduct investigative interviews right 

in their own zones, instead of having to drive from their 

outlying areas to the Crestview North District Office.  

    Sheriff Ashley said, ñThis will save time and money, and 

help improve response times. Approximately 450 square miles 

of our coverage area is north of the Shoal River Bridge. The 

geography demands we keep those deputies in those 

outlying zones to increase their response times as well as 

their visibility and efficiency. The substations allow us to do 

that and will be a great benefit to our deputies and the 

public.ò 
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THERE WERE MEN THAT DAY TEN YEARS AGO WHO WERE 
COMMITTED TO ACTS OF EVIL. BUT  SO MANY  MORE 

INDIVIDUALS WERE COMMITTED TO DOING GOOD.  
THOSE FIREFIGHTERS, LAW ENFORCEMENT, AND EMS 

CREWS WHO RESPONDED TO THAT FLAMING INFERNO ON 
SEPTEMBER 11TH 2001 KNEW THEIR BURDEN, BUT 

COMMITTED THEMSELVES  WHOLLY TO IT. THEY HAD 
COMMITTED THEMSELVES TO A PUBLIC SERVICE THEY 

KNEW COULD ONE DAY ROB THEM OF THEIR LIVES, THEIR 
FAMILIES, AND ANY FUTURE THEY MAY HOPE FOR. BUT 

THEY DID NOT FALTER. 
                                              

SHERIFF LARRY ASHLEY  



 
DESTIN BANK ROBBERY SUSPECT  

 IN CUSTODY  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

       
 
 
 

    A Destin man was taken into custody 

approximately nineteen hours after he 

walked into a Destin bank, showed the 

teller a handgun tucked in his waistband, 

and passed her a note demanding money. 

21 -year old Gavin Mitchell Forrest was 

located September 15th just after noon in 

the parking lot of the Olive Garden 

Restaurant on Miracle Strip Parkway in Fort 

Walton Beach.  

    He was taken into custody without 

incident.  Okaloosa County Sheriffõs Office 

deputies and investigators were assisted 

by the U -S Marshals Service Task Force 

and Fort Walton Beach Police Department.  

    Forrest was captured on video 

surveillance around 4:45 p.m. Wednesday, 

September 14th,  as he entered the 

Hancock Bank on Emerald Coast Parkway. 

He left on foot.  

        An intense search of the surrounding 

area was conducted by the OCSO and a K -9 

unit. Forrest, whose last known address is 

48 Court Drive in Destin, was developed as 

a suspect within twenty -eight minutes of 

the crime according to investigators.  

   He is charged by the OCSO with armed 

robbery of a bank and grand theft.  



INVESTIGATOR  
APPOINTED 

TO MORTGAGE FRAUD 
TASK FORCE 

      

 

 

     

  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Sheriff Larry Ashley announces the appointment of an Investigator to 

participate in the Northwest Florida Mortgage Fraud Task Force (NWFMFTF).  

     The NWFMFTF is a joint effort comprised of members of the FBI and the 

Okaloosa County Sheriffôs Office, created to combat, identify, and prosecute 

organized groups and individuals responsible for frauds associated with the 

mortgage industry.                 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Mortgage fraud and associated crimes have adversely affected local 

communities and property values along Floridaôs Gulf Coast.       

     Sheriff Ashley is committed to maximizing law enforcement resources and 

effectiveness derived from inter-agency cooperation with local, state, and 

federal authorities.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations to Captain Ken LaPee 

who has been chosen to serve as an 

"Honorary Commander" for Hurlburt 

Field's Special Operations Mission 

Support Group.  

Sheriff Larry Ashley speaks at a 

meeting of the Fort Walton Beach 

Kiwanis Club. 



GETTING INVOLVED  
&  

GIVING BACK 

     

 

 

 

 
      

 

 

 

      

         Letôs take a closer look!  

 

    

 

     

 
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sgt. Bob 
Dudley and  
K-9 ñRugerò 

visit a local Day 
Care. 

Baker School Resource 
Officer Deputy Don 

Fountain talks safety 
with students.  

Thanks to 

students from 

Longwood 

Elementary 

School, who 

donated stuffed 

animals for 

deputies to hand 

out to kids in 

need as part of a 

school service 

project to honor  

OCSO deputies 

during the 10th 

anniversary of 

Sept. 11th!  
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Approximately 45 volunteers 

from the Okaloosa County 

Sheriffõs Office helped build a 

playground at the Horizonõs 

Day Care Center during the 

United Wayõs Day of Caring in 

Fort Walton Beach.  

   Joining them were Army 

and Marine personnel from 

Eglinõs 

E-O-D facility . 


