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As the former head of the
Criminal Investigations Division at
the OCSO, l-hand #ne ]
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overpowering pain that a family
suffers when a loved one is killed i

a violent crime. And when the The Okaloosa County Sherijff
individual or individuals campaign that will use social media to garner increasefl
responsible are still on the loose, attention for agency cold cases involving murders and/@r
the agony is multiplied. Law missing persons.

enforcement officers never give upy The first video installment of a new initiative called

on whatos commoff FCo|l d Case Chronicl egeaaropr|of |

caseso, becausel 5.0 Symmerlin Melvinof Crestview. Melvin was found
the hope that someone, even after
savagely beaten

decades, may come forward with .. ..
raEen Al e to death inside her house west of the city in May

investigators the break they need. ; 1998. ; )
Our agency isnow workingtoputd T h e Sheri ffos Office wil b
fresh spotlight on cold cases, other cold cases incomingmonths The AColl d
through the use of socialmedia JChr oni cl eso videos will bg p!
and a video ser il andFacebook sites, as well as being linked through newp
©Col d Case Chror releases on its website:
: sheriff-okaloosa.org.
s it ASoci al media gives us d n
public attention on old cases, but keep them in the publc
arena, Ansaid Sheri ff Larrtr A

cases behind the scenes, but so often a public reminder thhat the
case is not forgotten will also spark someone to come foryvard
with information, or help them recall something significant ghat
they may not have paid much attention to in the past. If §nd
when that happens, we want




Okal oosa Sheriffds deputies were sent to check
suspected methamphetamine lab at 957 B St. in Crestview on October 2nd.
When they arrived at the house;yar old Robert McDonald tried to run out the back but was confronted

Robert ..
McDonald Y

Trap door in
Y bathroom

Other occupants of the house allowed deputies to enter, however McDonald was nowhere to be found.
Then, deputies were told of the existence of a trap door in the bathroom that allowed access to
underneath the home.

While inside the house, deputies saw items used in the manufacturing of methamphetamine in plain view.
McDonald was observed hiding under the house; however continually refused to come out of his hiding spqt.

Okaloosa Drug Task Force Investigators were called to the scene and obtained a search warrant for the
methamphetamine lab.

In addition, OCSO Special Response Team members responded to arrest McDonald. After a period of {me, a

chemical irritant was introduced under the residence and McDonald was taken into custody without further
incident.

He is charged with Trafficking in Methamphetamine, Possession of Drug Paraphernalia and Resisting an
Officer without Violence.
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PRACTITIONER
OF THE YEAR

OCSO Crime Prevention Specialist
Ashley Bailey has been named the 201(
Crime Prevention Practitioner of the
Year by the Florida Crime Prevention

Association.

Ashley Bailey earned the prestigious
award for exceptional efforts towards
preventing crime, while educating and
Involving the community in effective,

long-lasting crime prevention strategies.
AAl ong with her re

IS committed to working countless

events throughout the yeafrom

Neighborhood Watch informational
meetings to community gatherings that
showcase the many crime prevention

programs offered by the Okaloosa

\ s h

County Sheriffds O ler
LarryAshley A Thi s award

to Ashl eyobds dedic
agencyo6s ongoing st (I

for outstanding crime prevention
efforts. o
Ashley joined the Okaloosa County

Sheri ffoés Office
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Okaloosa County Sheriff Larry Ashley is praising the work of the newly formed North
Florida Mortgage Fraud Task Force, (NWFMFTF), which this month announced the
indictments of one Crestview resident and three Destin residents for bank fraud and bri

The NWFMFTF, comprised of members of the FBI and the Okaloosa County
S h e r Officd, i6 working to combat, identify, and prosecute organized groups and
individuals responsible for frauds associated with the mortgage industry.

Mortgage fraud and associated crimes have adversely affected local communities at
property values along Floridaods Gul f Cqd

Al nvestigating white coll axcoasiume nga
Ashl ey. ABut this r ec®nAt tanrnnoeuynécse nefnfti cf
why those investigations are well worth the required time and efgparticipating in this
new cooperative effort between local, state, and federal authorities, our agency is able
maximize our resources and our effectiveness in pursuing and catching white collar

A

criminals. That 6s not Jjust good for | aw enfor

west
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The Okaloosa

County Sher.i
Office

congratulates
former Sheriff Ed
Spooner who was

sworn in this
month as the new

U-S Marshal for Congratulations to Major JD Peacock
the Northern who has been named Honorary
District of Commander for
Floridal Eglinds 96th Groun

Squadron!




GIVING BACK




