
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
May 3, 2011 

 
LOCAL ATTORNEY CHARGED WITH RACKETEERING AND PRACTICING 

LAW WHILE DISBARRED  
 

 

 
  
     The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office served a warrant on April 29th 
charging 60-year old Attorney James Harvey Tipler of  Destin with 
practicing law while disbarred or suspended and one count of racketeering. 
    The 60-year old Tipler is currently awaiting trial on $100,000 bond after 
being arrested previously on a charge of racketeering on September 23, 2009 
and again on May 4, 2010. Those charges resulted from investigations by the 
Office of the State Attorney and Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
with the assistance of the Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office, Fort Walton 
Beach Police Department, and Pensacola Police Department, regarding 
complaints of theft, fraud, and other offenses. 
    The complaints surrounded Tipler’s operation of an Immigration Service 
business in Okaloosa and Walton Counties. 
    On May 20, 2010 Okaloosa Circuit Judge Bill Stone ordered Tipler not to 
go to the business offices of the IMM Cnters, to close the business, to have 
no personal contact with his clients/customers, and to surrender his 
passports. 
    Investigators say however Tipler has continued to operate an immigration 
business and has also promised refunds and not remitted them. 
 

(Probable Cause Affidavit Attached)     

 




















