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A Message From Your 

Sheriff  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

     Everyone has a vested interest 

in knowing about crime and 

criminal activity in their 

communities.  

     They also benefit from knowing 

how their law enforcement agency 

operates, how it spends taxpayersõ 

dollars, and being able to interact 

with the members of that agency to 

share information that can keep 

our communities safer.  

    Greater access to information 

brings greater accountability. The  

Okaloosa County Sheriffõs Office 

wants you to know we are taking 

advantage of ever-expanding 

technologies to get information 

directly to our citizens. 

     Sincerely,  

. 

 

 

      

   A primary goal of the OCSOôs new administration is to increase  

transparency of operations so more citizens have greater access to 

information. The more the men and women who carry a badge 

interact with the people who are the eyes and ears of our community, 

the more we can do to deter crime. 

   Sheriff Larry Ashley has overseen the launching of a much more 

detailed and informative website at okaloosa-sheriff.org. Improvements 

include: on-line Annual Reports and Budgets, Public Information Request 

Forms and Published Answers to Inquiries, Traffic and Weather 

Advisories, Forms to Offer Commendations or Complaints, and Active 

Warrants. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     In addition, the agency is actively using various means of social 

media to take advantage of digital technologyôs ability to keep our 

citizens up-to-date on the ever-changing ñhere and nowò.  

    Our OCSO Facebook page is enjoying thousands and thousands of hits 

each day. Facebook shares not only significant news events but also daily 

aspects of our employeesô involvement with our community. 

     In addition, we are initiating Twitter to put out timely information on 

road closures, alerts, and other law enforcement public safety information 

of immediate interest.  We have established an OCSO You Tube account 

so that we can post videos of interest, Public Service Announcements, 

and news items as well.   

     We invite you to get on board with us and keep multiple channels of 

communication open for the benefit of local residents and visitors alike! 



OUTSTANDI

NG CITIZEN 

AWARDS 
  

   Three Northwest Florida 

residents earned the ñOCSO 

OUTSTANDING  

CITIZEN AWARDò for their 

efforts in responding to what 

appeared to be 

 a reckless vehicle on Highway 

98 September 16th, 2010. 

    John Paravalos of Pensacola 

OUTSTANDING 
EMPLOYEE AWARDS 

 

VISIT SHERIFF -OKALOOSA.ORG  

FOR FULL RUNDOWN  

ON EACH AWARD!      

2010 

OCSO DEPUTY OF 

THE YEAR  

     KYLE LOWERY  

 Field Services Division Outstanding Performer 

   Deputy Victor Jackson 

Criminal Investigations Division Outstanding 

Performer Investigator Rodney Owens 

Support Services Division 

Outstanding Performer of the 

Year  

Corporal Gary Venuti 

Non-Sworn Employee of  

The Year 

Angel DeJesus 

Supervisor of the Year 

Sgt. Jay Jones 



      

 

LETôS GET FIT! 
     The Okaloosa County Sheriffôs Office 

unveiled its new Physical Abilities Test 

Course at Northwest Florida State College in 

Niceville.   

     The PAT Course, as itôs called, is located 

next to the Collegeôs Baseball field and 

contains sixteen obstacles/stations to test 

agility, stamina, endurance, and more. 

    Sheriff Larry Ashley has implemented a 

new Wellness and Physical Abilities Program 

for all sworn officers in an effort to ensure 

they can meet the physical demands of their 

law enforcement duties. The  program will 

also help them maintain their personal 

wellness. Sheriff Ashley says those actions 

will lessen the chances of a deputy getting 

injured or sick, as well as help control 

agency funded health care costs. 

    ñPhysical fitness is a component of the 

job. Our deputies need to be fit to perform 

under sometimes adverse conditions, 

pursue and subdue individuals when 

necessary, and protect and defend both 

themselves and othersò, said Sheriff 

Ashley. ñThey will be required to get PAT 

certification twice a year.ò  

    The updated policy is modeled after a 

successful program operated by the Citrus 

County Sheriffôs Office.  Employees having 

difficulties will get specialized attention from 

an agency Wellness Committee to help them 

work to meet the mandatory objectives.  

    Sheriff Ashley demonstrated the PAT 

Course to the media on March 8th, finishing 

in a time of 4 minutes, 31 seconds.  The 

requirement is 8 minutes, 30 seconds!  



Thank You to our Wonderful OCSO 
Volunteers!  

From left to right: Posse Member of 

Year Lt. Tami Cokonougher, 

Volunteer of Year Al London, 

Volunteer of Decade Inge Nichols, 

Undersheriff Don Adams, Posse Captain 

Terry Watkins, Sheriff Larry Ashley,  

Okaloosa County Administrator Jim 

Curry. 

 

A Proclamation Declaring March 7 through March 11 2011 

 As ñSheriffôs Office Volunteerôs Weekò 
        WHEREAS, members of the Okaloosa County Sheriffôs  Uniformed Posse volunteered 
over  14,000 hours of community service during 2010 often times under grueling and 

dangerous conditions;  and 

        WHEREAS, civilian volunteers at the Sheriffôs Office have volunteered over  3100  

hours of community service during 2010 enabling and enhancing the efficient operation of 

numerous crime prevention and community service programs vital to our countyôs welfare 

and; 

        WHEREAS, many of the services and programs offered at the Sheriffôs Office would 

not be possible without the selfless dedication s of these volunteers and; 

        WHEREAS, every citizen of Okaloosa County has benefited greatly from the efforts 

and contributions of these volunteers and; 

        WHEREAS, Sheriff Ashley acknowledges the service of these volunteers has enhanced 

the ability of the Sheriffôs Office to serve and protect our citizens. 

        Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Board of Commissioners of Okaloosa County, 

Florida that March 7 through March 11 2011 be proclaimed:  

Okaloosa County Sheriffôs Office 

 Volunteer Week 

 

OCSO HONORS 
VOLUNTEERS 



 

OCSO HOSTS POLICE CANINE  
FIELD TRIALS  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Okaloosa County Sheriffôs Office hosted the United States Police Canine Association 

Region One 2011 Field Trials. Judges tested K-9 units from across the Southeast for 

certification in obedience, agility, all aspects of search workðfrom suspect search to narcotics 

detection - and criminal apprehension.   
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 In the individual awards, Deputy Tim Patterson and K-9 Dax finished fourteenth overall and 

fourth in bite work; Deputy DJ Fields and K-9 Kilo finished fifth in outdoor narcotics search; 

Deputy Derek York won the ñSportsmanship Awardò, selected by the certification and 

competition judges. 

    In the four-person team events, Sergeant Bob Dudley and K-9 Ruger, Deputy Tim Patterson 

and K-9 Dax, Deputy Sterling Eslinger and K-9 Joker, and Deputy John Duenas and K-9 

Diesel earned third place overall. 


