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DESTIN MAN CHARGED WITH SPRAYING NEIGHBOR AND DOG WITH 
CHEMICALS 

 
 

 
Jay Morton Hamilton 

 
 

     The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office has arrested a Destin man accused 
of spraying his neighbor and his neighbor’s dog with chemicals during an 
argument August 15th. 
    63-year old Jay Morton Hamilton of 4128 Indian Bayou Drive is charged 
with battery causing bodily harm and animal cruelty. 
    Hamilton’s neighbor, Larry Coppola of 4118 Burning Tree Drive, says he 
and Hamilton got into a verbal altercation around 2:15 August 15th after he 
saw Hamilton spray his dog, a chocolate Labrador Retriever, through the 
fence with a chemical sprayer. 
    As they argued Coppola says Hamilton then raised the wand and sprayed 
him in the face, causing excruciating pain in Coppola’s face and eyes. 
    A deputy who responded to Coppola’s home says there was a very strong 
odor of chemicals coming from Coppola and his dog. Coppola was treated at 
a local medical facility and is expected to fully recover. His dog was treated 
at a Destin Animal Hospital. 
   Hamilton denies spraying the chemicals at Coppola. 
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