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        Okaloosa County citizens and 

visitors reported 854 car burglaries 

in 2010. 

       The vast majority of those 

break-ins were crimes of 

opportunity and involved unlocked 

cars, often with valuables in plain 

view. 

        The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s 

Office is partnering with other 

concerned agencies and a 

community-involved local business 

to promote a new car burglary  

education and prevention 

campaign called Lock, Take, Hide! 

        We are optimistic this effort 

will make a difference! 

Thank you,  

. 

 

 

      

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Car burglaries often involve juveniles randomly trying doors to see 

what is “easy pickings”.  For victims, along with the loss of your 

valuables, you could have a new headache if they took identification 

and credit cards. A spin-off crime related to car burglaries is an upswing 

in stolen identities.  

     The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office, Okaloosa County Parks and 

Recreation Department, City of Destin, and Target have joined forces in a 

push to promote a public education campaign that reminds residents and 

tourists to lock their cars, take their keys, and hide their belongings.          

    Target has funded a 15-hundred dollar grant for the purchase of “Lock, 

Take, Hide” signs and educational hand-outs. Okaloosa County has 

agreed to put up the signs at parks around the county.  Destin Sheriff's 

Investigator Stefan Vaughn and Crime Prevention Specialist Ashley 

Bailey worked together on the campaign, based on a similar successful 

project in Dallas, Texas. 

     Over the past five years there has been an increase in the number of 

reported car burglaries in Okaloosa County, but preventative information 

like this campaign will hopefully get the numbers heading the opposite 

direction.  

OCSO Investigator Stefan Vaughn, Crime Prevention Specialist Ashley 

Bailey, Sheriff Larry Ashley, Commissioner Bill Roberts, Destin Mayor 

Samantha Seevers, Targets’ Rachel Zech and Chris Adams. 



 
DEPUTIES HONORED  

FOR EXCELLENT WORK! 

 

OUTSTANDING 

PERFORMANCE 

AWARDS PRESENTED TO 

DEPUTYS PATRICK 

COVENEY, TONY KELLY, 

MARCUS O’SULLIVAN, 

CURTIS DANIEL, 

RICHARD WINKLER by 

SHERIFF LARRY 

ASHLEY. 

 

 

(Deputy Samantha Schill not 

available for photo.) 

 

LIFESAVING 

AWARDS 

PRESENTED TO 

DEPUTY DAN 

GENRICH AND 

DEPUTY MIKE 

NICHOLS 

 For a complete rundown on the actions being honored please 

visit our News Release Section at www.sheriff-okaloosa.org! 



 
DEPUTIES HONORED  

FOR EXCELLENT WORK! 

 

COMMENDATION AWARD 

PRESENTED TO DEPUTY 

JENNA OLIVER. (Deputy 

Brian Eager not available for 

photo.) 

OUTSTANDING PERFORMER 

AWARD FOR SGT. JASON 

FULGHUM. COMMENDATION 

CERTIFICATES FOR DEPUTY 

DARYL CULBERSON AND 

DEPUTY MELINDA TAYLOR.  

(Deputy Taylor not available for 

photo.) 

 

COMMENDATION 

CERTIFICATE FOR 

DEPUTY MARCUS 

O’SULLIVAN.  



      

OCSO JOINS  
“TWEETING” WORLD  

     If you are one of our residents who would like 

to know if an accident has shut down lanes on 

Highway 98, if a child is missing 

in your neighborhood, or if a wanted fugitive is 

now in custody, then you want to sign up to 

receive “tweets” to your cell phone 

from the Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office. 

     The OCSO has started using Twitter as a means 

to share timely information with citizens. The 

service is free and offers a win/win situation for 

citizens and public safety officials. 

    Okaloosa Sheriff Larry Ashley said, “This is a 

phenomenal tool to get timely, relevant 

information directly into the hands of our 

citizens. Dispatchers at the Communications 

Center, which is manned twenty-four hours a 

day, 365 days a year, are now sending out up-to-

date public safety information of interest using 

the OCSO Twitter account. In working to keep 

our citizens informed, we’re also using Twitter to 

share agency news releases and public 

service announcements.” 

 

 

 

 

Please join us. You can also link on to 

our Twitter and Facebook 

accounts through our website at 

www.sheriff-okaloosa.org. 

CHECK 

OUT 

THESE 

SAMPLE 

TWEETS 



DON’T TEXT  
& DRIVE! 

 

School Resource Officers and the Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office 

Youth Services Program are working with schools and students to 

ensure that young drivers understand the dangers of texting while 

driving. 

Crestview High School recently put on a special program called “JUST 

DRIVE” in memory of Senior Megan Warman who was killed due to 

texting and driving. 

Similar programs will be coming to other schools as we all work 

together to prevent these tragedies. 

Studies show for every two seconds a driver’s eyes stray from the 

road, that person is twice as likely to have an accident. 

In 

memory 

of: 

Crestview 

High 

School 

Senior 

Megan 

Warman 



 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG  
TAKEBACK 

      

     The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office is teaming up with the Drug Enforcement 

Administration, the Okaloosa Anti-Drug Coalition, and Okaloosa County Wal-Marts in a 

Prescription Drug Take Back Initiative, a one-day nationwide effort between local and 

federal law enforcement to provide the public a place to voluntarily surrender expired, 

unwanted, or unused pharmaceutically controlled substances and other medications for 

destruction. 

   

    Many people do not feel comfortable throwing their unused prescriptions away and 

flush them down the toilet, however this is causing problems with water supplies and 

soil contamination.  The University of California (San Francisco) School of Pharmacy has 

noted that a recent study has shown 80 percent of US streams contain small amounts of 

human medicines, sewage systems cannot remove these medicines from water that are 

released into lakes, rivers or oceans.  Fish and other aquatic animals have shown adverse 

effects from medicines in the water, and even very small amounts of medicine have been 

found in drinking water. 

  

 

    

 

 
      

      

     Okaloosa County collection sites will be set up in the parking lots of each of the four Wal

-Marts in Okaloosa County with “drive thru” tents to simply drive up and drop off your 

unwanted medications for your convenience:  

 

This event takes place Saturday April 30
th

 from ten a.m. to two 

p.m. 
 

     Niceville Wal-Mart 1196 John Sims Pkwy, Niceville Fl. 

Destin Wal-Mart 15017 Emerald Coast Pkwy, Destin Fl. 

FWB Wal-Mart 948 Beal Pkwy, Fort Walton Bch Fl. 

Crestview Wal-Mart 3351 S. Ferdon Blvd. Crestview Fl. 



 

IN MEMORY OF 

      

OCSO INVESTIGATOR PAUL “MONTY” EASTERDAY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 
 

    The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office is mourning the loss of Investigator Paul “Monty” 

Easterday who passed away Saturday, March 19th, at Fort Walton Beach Medical Center after 

a brief illness. 

    Investigator Easterday, who was 43-years old, had joined the OCSO in October 1997 and 

quickly established a reputation of dedication and thoroughness in working to protect the 

community. Especially notable was his work in his specialty area of investigating and solving 

cases involving victims of child abuse. He had a compassionate, easy going personality and a 

great sense of humor, but was very intense when it came to protecting children from 

exploitation and abuse. 

 

The OCSO also pays tribute to the 

contributions of  Posse Member Hal Wavari, 

who recently passed away. Hal had served the 

Posse and this community for nine years. 



WHO IS ABLE  
AND READY?  
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     I would invite each of you to take a journey with me to your childhood.  Some of 

your memories may not be ones that you are proud of or even want to acknowledge 

their existence.  Other memories are pleasant and bring a smile to your face or a warm 

feeling to your heart.   

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

     As we consider and ponder those early days in your life, I want to mention a game 

that I am sure you played sometime in your past.  The game is “follow the leader”.  

You remember, one of the children on the playground designates himself as the leader 

and invites the remaining children to follow his leadership as he leads the group around 

the playground and over the equipment, through the sand box, around the swings, and 

down the slide! 

     What causes each of us to have the desire to follow a self-designated leader?  On 

the playground we follow because the other children are following and maybe we do 

not want to be different or left out.  As we age, however, what causes us to follow 

another individual to the ends of the earth?  I believe that we follow someone because 

we see qualities in that person that impress us and answer a question that enters 

our minds from time to time; “Where do we go from here?” 
     Over the next few months I would like to share some qualities of a leader that, if 

applied to our own lives, could make us the kind of person that others would want to 

follow.   

      Until next month, consider the words of Bernard Montgomery, a British Field 

Marshal as he describes leadership; “Leadership is the capacity and will to rally men 

and women to a common purpose and the character which inspires confidence.” 

 

OCSO  CHAPLAIN  KEVIN DAVIDSON  


