Larry Ashley, Okaloosa County Sheriff

1250 Eglin Parkway * Shalimar, Florida 32579-1234
Phone: (850) 651-7410 » Email: sheriff@sheriff-okaloosa.org

April 1, 2011

FUGITIVE TASK FORCE TRACKS DOWN ATTEMPTED MURDER SUSPECT

A Crestview man wanted by the Crestview Police Department for attempted murder was
taken into custody March 31* by members of the US Marshals Service Fugitive Task
Force from the Okaloosa and Walton County Sheriff’s Office along with the State
Attorney’s Office.

On 02/10/2011, James Daniel WATFORD and another suspect were involved in a
shooting incident in north Okaloosa County. In that case, WATFORD and another
suspect were chasing the victim, James Wesley Williams, down the roadway in vehicles
and firing shots at him. While the incident was in progress, they passed an Okaloosa
County Patrol Deputy, who heard the gunshots. WATFORD and the other suspect were
both arrested and the victim was not injured.

WATFORD has since been released from jail on bond

On 03/20/2011 WATFORD was driving a motorcycle in the city of Crestview.
WATFORD spotted the victim riding a bicycle and accelerated at a high rate of speed
directly toward the victim, running him over in an attempt to severely injure or kill the
victim. The victim sustained minor injuries. WATFORD then fled the scene and has
been avoiding apprehension.

Crestview Police Department got a warrant signed on WATFORD, charging him with
Attempted Murder, Tampering With a Witness, and Leaving the Scene of an Accident
With Injuries.

On 03/31/2011 at approximately 8:45 p.m. Fugitive Task Force members of the US
Marshals Service Florida Region Fugitive Task Force Officers with the Okaloosa and
Walton County Sheriff’s Office and the State Attorney’s Office approached
WATFORD?’s residence, 3517 Auburn Road in the unincorporated Crestview area of
northern Okaloosa County, Florida. Upon knocking on the front door several times,
WATFORD exited a door on the side of the residence. WATFORD was immediately
met by TFO’s and taken into custody without incident.

WATFORD was taken to the Okaloosa County Jail in Crestview where he remains under
no bond.

HiH

The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office is accredited by the
Commission for Florida Law Enforcement Accreditation.

“The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office provides equal access and equal
opportunity in employment and services and does not discriminate”




OKALOOSA CO SHERIFF'S OFFICE
SHERIFF L. R. ASHLEY

Warrant Served Service Return OKALQQSA CO SHERIFF'S OFFICE
[ SUSPECT ]
Name: Watford, James Daniel JR Race:W Sex: M Height:6'05 Weight: 260 Hair: BRO Eyes; BRO DOB:02/22/1959
MNI#: OCSOCOOMNIOZ0901 SSN: D #: W316444580620 State: FL Type:
Address: 3517 AUBURN RD CRESTVIEW FL 32539 OCA/Agency ID: 2110792
Birth Location: City: County: State: Nation: Citizenship:
Occupations
Business: Title: Phone: Entered:
Address:
Aliases Street Names
Arrest No Jail Booking No | Offense No Other No OBTS Court Case No
OCSO11ARR002984 1198WA
[ INCIDENT INFORMATION ]
Occurred Date Range: 03/29/2011 to Lat/l.ong:
Address: ' GEO: - - -
[ CHARGES ]
Charge # Charge Charge Dese¢ Counts Level Degree GOC LUCRC NCIC AON Bond Amt
316.027.1a HIT AND RUN FAIL TO STOP REMAIN 1 Felony Third 9000 5401
ACCIDENT INVOLVING
INJURY
782.051.1 CRIMES AGAINST ~ SPECIF FELONY COMMIT 1 Felony  First 0000 7059
PERSON ACT COULD CAUSE
DEATH
914222 OBSTRUCTING JUSTICE ~ HARASS WITNESS 1 Misdem, First 9000 5006
VICTIM OR INFORMANT
3ond Set by LEO at Time of Arrest & Booking: 5 0.00 {)None {)ROR ()Cash ()PRO
3ond Set by Judge: $o0.00 {X)None ( )Cash ( )ROR/Sign { )PTR (JAny (Pro (PHIQ  ()Purge NONE {JSC NONE
teturn Court: CIRCUIT COURT: FELONY Date: 05/03/2011 Time: 01:30 Instructions: CRESTVIEW COURTHOUSE
COURTOOM A"
teporting Officer Unit Orig Off Jur Forward to for Approvai
CPD
WEAPONS ]
ARREST INFORMATION ]
Arrested Residency Injury Extent of Injury Resist  Alcohol Drugs
03/31/2011 2045 Within Jurisdiction None No Ne No
Arrested Prior Arrest Jurisdiction Location: 3517 AUBURN RD CRESTVIEW FL 32539 Lat/L.ong: 30.815551 /
Yes Within Jursdiction -86.503102
Arresting Officer Unit Officer Type Geo
056 Watkins, J Todd OCSO/INVICRIMINY 1- 2-PG17-R-13

Physical Eviderice: NO PHYSICAL EVIDENCE LISTED

Aintad on- 03/31/2011 24-113 Dana 4 AF 7



Warrant Served

~ Service Return OKALOOSA CO SHERIFF'S OFFICE
. FR
2 ‘7‘1%5(,({?‘;% WATKINS, J TODD 066
Sggﬁature (Arresting Officer) Name ID/SSN

Subseribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me this 31th day of March A.D., 2011 by
who is personally known to me or has produced

as identification.
NotaryPublic ___ ~ LEO — o

Signature

Commission No:

My commission expires:

sintad Anc N/21/2041 24-172

MNmmea M ~AEN



P.273

MAR-31-PEii 28:12 From: " To:8586895699
oo j CRESTVIEW POLICE DEPARTMENT ARREST REPORT
CASE NUMER “'_LD }5 '_Dp’ i "ACENEY GRI NUVEER .
41| {-19|9]-|W|A d 4 ~lre|lda]sfof1]0]|0 2 ADULT [ JUVENILE
FULL NAWIE Lasi, First. MBae) DRIVERD LICENGE NG, B GIATE K _{EACE DATL OF i A0E
Watford, James Daniel W316444690620/FL IM[w]of2]2]2][1]9]6[o]a]2
ARA, NICKNAWE, MAIDER & HEIEHT WEIGnT COLOK OF LYZE TOLOR OF HAIR
Watford, Daniel:; Watford, Dan 6-051 260 Bro Bro
ADORERG (RTREET, APT, NUMBER] STATE GF BIRTH CTZENEHIP
3517 Auburn Rd., Crestview, FL 32539 FL u.s.
[ FERAIANGNT ADPRERS (F APPLICABLE) PHONE DECUPAADN
3517 Auburn Rd., Crestview, FL 32539 B50-758-7432 Self-Employed
BCARS, MARHS, TAFI0QS, UNIDUE PHYZICAL FEATURER (LOCATION, TYPE, DEECAIFTION) PLACE OF EMFLOYMENT
N/A . Self-Employed
[ RAIE O PATEN TG ¢ e ADIAN W APCLICRELD AUDAEED A
N/A N/A N/A
"RDTIFIED BY (AVE] DATE TIME [MiL) LIVENLE PIEPOBITION
N/B N/A N/A T T e e and & Wty o N/B
AELEARED TO HELATIONGHIP DATE TIME kL)
N/A N-‘"A N/A N/A Signatura of Heleadan ; Jrvenie & Bt or Guamian tTT
CCQURT INFGRMATION COURT DATE COURTTIME COURT LOCATION
B FELOHY O FELOKY TRAFFIC
IT_MISDEMEANOR [t MISDEMEANOR TRAFFIC
CHARGES: PG B CAPIAS AC DBWOPWDUUYRA  BFS OORD | STATUTE NO. susdecnon  cts | BONDAMOUNT T "BOND TYPE
'J o [IRCR  [[] SURRTY
Attempied Murder 71812101851 (1) 01 d [Jeonp [JceRT
‘ $xaﬂ FIcASH [ OTHER
: : BOND AMOUNT HOND TYPE
CHARGES. LiPC M CARIAS UAC U EWLI PWLIAUV P MF8 LIORD | STATUTE NO sumein:c*non f1 AOE Gttt &
. ) . L t L1ROR  [J SURETY
Tampering with Witness or Victim 911141212 (2} | 01 [leoxo [ cert
i $ [JCASH [ QTHER
) _ HONDAMOUNT BOND TYPE
CHARGES: LIPC B CAPIASLIAC DEWLIPWLIIUVPU  MFS DIDRD | STATUTE NG 540 siccnon ors A e EAVALLS
. _ . R CIROR [ SURETY
ieaving Scene of Accident w/ Injury {3|1{610 |27 (1)) 0|1 Caonp [T CERT
1 GASH OTHER
CRARGES. [1PC L EAPIASIAC LIBWHIPW R JUVPAY - 1IFS DORD | graryme no supdecmon 15 | “Cantea. | onemen s
) FIROR [ sSURETY
$ [deono [] GERT
. o [JeASH [ OTHER
HOLD FO FIRET AFFEARANEE L HOLD FOR BTVER AGENGY RELBASE GATE RELEASE TIME RELEAZING GFFICER
BO NOT BOND QUT .
REABON AGENGY WERIMCATION
PLACE &F ARRUET Z0HE DATE T LY LOBATIGN OF NCIDENT ZonE
436 W| James lae Bivd., Crestview, FL | 1
WEAPONSEZCD) TYPE 02 Ris 0% KniCatting ietrumemt 05, tplane DRUG ACTIVITY o] DAUG TYFE
00, dat Appicario b3 Bhagan 0. Bl Objact 2. Retsendisry -t A oty D-Drendr NNal Applicatie  M-Mwgunena N
1. Rardgun 04, Other Amaen 07 Pospa 10, Srnalried Yesepon ] 0 B-Buyzr E-tka ; ﬂfs:ﬂmw
REMBENGE TYRE INFLUENCE DRUG INFLUENCEALCOHCL | NUMBER SLEARED m%.. / C.Garalng :mmpzema /
Loty I Fatdo 9 ; ;:’ 2 1. ;“ fPossey  RbBmgge B8 E-Horol L-Unkneen
2.Cuwlr 4 UntalSbie 5 Drthromn im"mm ) 2 TTrefic  U-Unkouwn  2et3thes H-Hak0n Fas
COMPLAINANT - ADDRGES FHGNE
Williams, James Wesley |205 Barzr PI1., Crestview, FL 32536
EE:MB&S.EGAUAE [Be Bpatiicy Tha uncars)ndd 2d(iivs 1 Ewean Uit heishe has st ond measonabie grounds to bakeve, and dres bakiva thal (ke whive namel defondart o il e
SEE ARDENDUM OF PROBABLE CARISE MAR 2 9 zg"
ey Eu .
CRIE Ly S D
T, Porid
I swaar that the above statement is corect and true | Sworn to and subscribed bsfors me, the under- || The Gl%l’lyavlewed this advisury and finds that
to the best of my knowladge and belief, signed agthority thi there [@1s [T is no probabla cause to hold and
M DATE BEOA DY 20 \4 bind over the defendant for frial.
-’i”"/(\\_-__\\ ggmamﬂa of Persan Authorized to Administer 4
c i - lard
Officer's / Complainant Signature G\W \ \N\N\m Vg : *.-j ™ v
R udge’s N
0fe, B.C. Muhlbach $#22 Full Time Law Enforcement Officer ID No. ! a”ﬁ Li ?/?’4/”
Officer { Complainant 10 No. page| 0| 1 [ of 0olz2 JUdge’s Fonatura I / Data
OBTS NO. | | ocanumesr | ENTERED NoIc! | Foie




RETURN

CASE NO. 11-99-Wwa

This Warrant was recelved by thls department at

Qkaloosa County, Florida
onthe_ 2 F day of M“g‘/ AD.20//
and executed in Okalogsa County,
Florida, onthe__S ¢ day of 474 v/
AD, 20 by arresting the within named:

Watford, James Daniel
TToo0 WATKENS OcSe
Arresting Cfficer / Department
O3 /31200 26¢S
Datgﬁ ?n?c,i ﬁn}s_g‘ é&gﬁ Ze
FSrviEed L F25 27
Place of service

REMARKS

iN CIRCULT COURT
OKALOOSA COUNTY
STATE OF FLORIDA

WARRANT
ORDER TO TAKE INTO CUSTODY

STATE OF FLORIDA

VS.
Watford, James Danlel

tn the name of the State of Florida, to the Law
Enforcement Officers of said County
WHEREAS; ©Ofc. B.C. Muhibach £22

has made oath on the 0 day

of _ /AR A.D., 2o/ inthe County
aforesaid one

dld unlawfully violate F.S.8: 782.051 (1)
914.22{2), 316.027(la)

Contrary to the law and such case and provided,

|
4

<

i

IS

and against the peace and dignity of the State of
Florida. This V‘u'arrant is a command to arrest
instanter the above named:

Watford, Jamas Danial

and bring said person before the court to be
dealt with according to law.

Given under my hand and seal this 24  day

of Marel a  AD., 204/

Z///L_A/ e {Seal)

Jud?é { Deputy Clerk

4

66956EB9ES8: 0.1

iWodH 2T:32 TIE2-TE-4UW
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MAR-31-2811 2@:22 From: To:B505895699 | P..1If1.
> £ '

< o i
i GRESTVIEW POLICE DEPARTMENT
’ CASE NUMBER: 11-99-WA DEFENDANT: WATFORD, JAMES DANIEL

ADDENDUM OF PROBABLE CAUSE

On March 20, 2011, the victim, James Wesley Willlams, was fiding a bicy)cle gastbound through the parking
lot of the Whitehurst-Powell Funeral Home located within the city limits of Crestylew. The defendant, James Danlel
Watford, operated a motorcycle southbound through the parking lot of the funeral home and did strike the victim
with the motoreycle, an act believed to be willful and intentional. This resulted in the victim being ejected from the
bicycle and sustaining an injury to his left elbow. The defendant immediately fled the scene, traveling across a curb
and sidewalk and proceeding eastbound on W. James Lee Bivd. An Invesligation revealed that the incident
stemmed from a pravious incident which occurred on or about February 10, 2011 outside the gity limits of
Crestview, during which time the defendant allegedly fired shots at the victim. The defendant was arrested in
February 2011, subsequent to this incident, the charges of which are currently pending in the Okaloosa County
Circuit Court, The victim stated that prior to the incident on this date, the deferidant threatened him and stated he

was going to kill him before the previous case goes to trial.

The incident which occurred on this date was observed by two independent witnesses who provided swom
statements. Additionally, the victim positively identified the defendant as beify the operator of the motorcycie.
Swom statements were provided by the victim and witnesses and there was vidence of a traffic crash oceuring
consistent with these statements which did result in injury to the victim. Additionally, there is evidence indicating that
the defendant does in fact own ar have access to a motorcycle matching the drscription of the motorcycle used in

this incident.

This officer made telephone contact with an individual believed to be the defendant, at which time the
defendant infarmed this officer that he was heading for Mississippi and stated, "l don't know what this is about and

I'm not going back to jail.”

Based on the above facts, | have reason to believe and do believe the named defendant did commit the
criminal act of Attempted Murder, in viclation of Florida State Statute F. 5. 782.051(1), by committing an
intentional act, to-wit: intentionally striking the victim with a motor vehicle, an intentional act which ¢ould have
caused the death of the victim after making verbal threats toward the victim that he intended to kil the victim
stemming from a previous shooting incident in which the defendant fired shots joward the victim. .

| further have reason to believe and do believe the defendant did commitithe criminal act of Tampering with a
Witness or Victim, in violation of Florida State Statute 814.22(2), by committing an intentignal act involving physical
force against the victim with the intent of tampering with the victim. | have lreason io believe the vigtim in this
incident is also the victim in a criminal case identified as State of Florida ys. James Daniel Watford, which is
currently pending in the Okaloosa County Circuit Court, reference case numbe 2011 CF 000301 C.

| further have reason to believe and do believe the defendant did commit the criminal act of Leaving the
Scene of an Accident involving Injury, in violation of Florida State Statute 316.027(1)(a), by being the operator of a
motor vehigle invoived in an injury to ancther person and failing to immediately stop at the scene of the crash or
notify law enforcement of the crash.

This incident did occur within the city limits of Crestview, Okaloosa County, Florida.






